
Leaflet supported by

Ditchling History Project

Many thanks to the Ditchling History Project for providing the text for 
these walks. DHP members are enthusiastic researchers and recorders 
of Ditchling’s past; the group have published several books, organise 
exhibitions, offer walks and talks, collect oral histories and maintain a 
database relating to all aspects of the village’s history.

ditchlinghistoryproject.org

Turner Dumbrell

The Turner-Dumbrell Foundation, established in 1983, is a grant 
making trust supporting charitable organisations in Ditchling and 
the surrounding area. The Foundation owns and manages the Turner-
Dumbrell Workshops, let mainly to local artists and craft-workers, 
and land at Lodge Hill and Bowries fields which are let for grazing. The 
rental income contributes towards the charitable giving.

turner-dumbrell.org

Ditchling Museum of Art + Craft

In 1985, when they were 78 and 76 years old respectively, Joanna and 
Hilary Bourne bought the former school in the village of Ditchling
and opened the first museum - Ditchling Museum.

When Ditchling Museum of Art + Craft was reopened in 2013 after a 
significant development, an exciting new phase began in its history. 
Today the museum holds an internationally important collection of 
work by the artists and craftspeople who were drawn to the village, 
including the sculptor, wood engraver, type-designer and letter-cutter 
Eric Gill, the calligrapher Edward Johnston, the painter David Jones, 
the printer Hilary Pepler and the weaver Ethel Mairet. The museum 
produces a changing and dynamic programme of traditional and 
contemporary exhibitions and workshops.

ditchlingmuseumartcraft.org.uk

Opening times

Tuesday – Saturday: 10.30am - 5pm
Sunday + Bank Holidays: 11 - 5pm

© 2018. Copyright Ditchling Museum of Art + Craft.

Church and Churchyard
APPROXIMATELY 45 MINS | 1/2 MILE
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5 The Pond at Ditchling, Charles Knight, c.1940

the artist and critic Roger 
Fry founded the National Art 
Collections Fund (now the 
Art Fund) which in turn has 
funded many acquisitions for 
the museum.  You’ll also find 
the grave of Edward Johnston 
in this area carved by Cribb, 
along with the First World War 
grave of Walter Harvey with 

4 Silver Galleon Brooch, 
Dunstan Pruden, c.1960

lettering around the kerb by 
Eric Gill. The Guild silversmith 
Dunstan Pruden (4) is buried 
on the church side of the lane 
close to the yew tree with the 
additional inscription to his 
silversmith wife Winefride
by Helen Mary Skelton.  

Take the path back towards 
the church, then go down the 
steps onto the village green 
and you’ll find yourself in the 
former farmyard of the Manor 
Farm. The land was purchased 
for the village by the Friends 
of Ditchling formed in 1964, 
helped by the artist Charles 

Knight’s leading contribution to 
the campaign. The entrance to 
the museum, which now forms 
its shop and café, was the 
farm’s former cart lodge (5).

As you return to the 
museum, you’ll see the 1977 
Jubilee plaque by John Skelton 
on the north face of the lodge. 



The area in the immediate vicinity of the museum 
is rich in work by the 20th century artists and 
craftsmen represented in the permanent Collection.  
This walk provides opportunities to view their skills 
alongside those of the earlier craftsmen who built
the church of St Margarets of Antioch (dating from 
the last 13th century).  

1 War Memorial Welfare leaflet, St Dominics Press, 1919
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Walk towards West Street 
with the War Memorial on 
your right and the village sign 
made by local blacksmith Nigel 
Stenning in 2009 on your 
left. As you cross the road, 
you’ll see facing you a house 
named ‘Cotterlings’, with its 
attractive black mathematical 
tiles. Walk towards the church 
and the timber-framed house 
Wings Place, both of which 
have a Grade I listing. Wings 
Place features in The Giant Jam 
Sandwich, the children’s book
by the illustrator John Vernon 

Go through the gateway to 
Lodge Hill Lane and turn left to 
the War Memorial, which stands 
at the entrance to the village 
on what was formerly known 
as Pond Green. Designed by 
Eric Gill and cut by his assistant 
Joseph Cribb, the memorial 
was unveiled and dedicated in 
August 1920 and granted Grade 
II listed status in 2016. The 
Ditchling artist Louis Ginnett 
was Chairman of the village War 
Memorial Committee, and like 
Cribb saw active service and was 
wounded in France (1).  

3 Hilary and Joanna Bourne, 1985

2 The Tortoise & The Hare, John Vernon Lord, 1989

Lord who also uses local 
scenes in his illustrations for 
Aesops Fables (2).

Cross to the steps and enter 
the church by the south porch.  
Inside the church the curtains 
over the west door are made 
from the wool of Southdown 
sheep, spun by local spinners 
and woven by Hilary Bourne 
(one of the founding curators 
of the museum) (3). The east 
window, the ‘Lamb of God’, 
was designed by Charles Knight 

in 1947. The aumbry at the side 
of the altar with the carved 
pelican is the work of a former 
vicar, Rev Arthur Crookshank.  
In the Abergavenny chapel, 
to the right of the chancel, 
the stone tablet of the Ten 
Commandments on the south 
wall is by Joseph Cribb, as is the 
carved oak screen dedicated to 
the memory of the local artist 
Louis Ginnett.

As you leave the church, 
turn to your left where you 

will see a sundial with lettering 
by Eric Gill, dated 1911. Walk 
around the west side of the 
church to the left-hand path 
above the village green. Among 
the headstones on your left 
are several examples of work 
by Joseph Cribb and other 
stone-carvers from the Guild 

of St Joseph and St Dominic. 
Joseph Cribb worked at the 
Guild from its founding in 1921 
until his death in 1967. He is 
buried here and his headstone 
of Welsh slate was cut by his 
fellow Guild member and 
apprentice Kenneth Eager.  

Pass the steps down to the 
Green and follow the path to 
Church Lane. Turn to your left, 
towards the rear entrance to 
the museum – under the yew 
tree sits the grave of Hilary 

Pepler, printer and co-founder 
with Eric Gill of the Guild of St 

Joseph and St Dominic. Close by 
is the grave of Lady Christiana 

Herringham, who along with 


